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Today’s first reading gives us a particular frame of reference for 

thinking about the Gospel.  Both readings focus on healing, but 

healing in a particular context. 

Both readings highlight God’s care and power to heal, and they 

remind us to pray for what requires healing in our lives.  Within 

these texts, though, are reminders to recognize the value and 

worthiness of all people and to avoid presuming everyone else is 

as able as we are. 

There’s a lot of description in Jeremiah’s prophetic book that 

points to hardship and suffering surrounding the Babylonian 

exile.  But today we hear a vision about a time when all that is 

over.  The vision not only describes people returning home but 

they return restored! 

Their sadness and distress are replaced with joyful songs of 

praise.  Their damaging behavior is improved, with God helping 

them not to stumble. 

When describing who is returning, Jeremiah insists that the 

throng will include those who have difficulty seeing and 

walking and women who are pregnant and in labor. 

The text highlights people who are often overlooked, 

disregarded, not expected to be there.  Jeremiah stresses that 

everyone will be included because God’s care and restoration 

extends to them all. 

Healing and inclusivity is also in the forefront of today’s 

Gospel.  As Jesus, his disciples and a large crowd leave Jericho, 

a blind person cries out again and again asking for compassion 



and mercy, using the Greek word we use when we sing "Kyrie 

eleison." Eleison — mercy — does not seek alms or sympathy, 

but rather a powerful sort of solidarity; 

Jesus’ followers take it upon themselves to determine that he is 

not worthy.  He’s more of a bother that someone who could 

hope for healing.  They scold the man and disregard him and his 

request. 

Jesus, however, provides the proper response and models it for 

the others.  He has his followers reach out to the man, correcting 

their behavior. Then, investing the beggar with all the dignity of 

an honored client, Jesus invites him to speak for himself: to say 

exactly what it is he wants. Without hesitation Bartimaeus 

answered, "Rabboni, I want to see." He goes for broke.  Why 

not?  He’s gotten nothing but encouragement from Jesus. 

By calling Jesus rabboni, Bartimaeus indicated that he was 

asking for more than eyesight, thus his dialogue with Jesus 

carries a variety of meanings. 

By making the request, the man shows his faith in Jesus’ 

compassionate healing power, which Jesus affirms by saying, 

“Your faith has saved you.” As a result, Bartimaeus made Jesus' 

way his own; he joined Jesus on the road to Jerusalem where the 

cross and resurrection would reveal the true meaning of the titles 

Jesus bore. 

The initial response of the disciples is all too familiar to us.  

How often are people disqualified from receiving what they 

really need.  And the reasons given can be as presumptuous as 

those that fueled the disciples’ response.  They assume that 
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Jesus cannot be bothered by a blind man begging by the side of 

the road.  Better to urge him to keep quiet and not make a scene. 

We can assume the worst about others and use our assumptions 

to disqualify them, too.  Not only the beggars and the homeless, 

but also anyone who does not “measure up” to our standards of 

capability and participation.  We say, they weren’t born here, so 

they don’t belong here, so we can’t help them.  If we do, others 

will follow. 

Or it might just be a matter of mental health.  We arrive at the 

conclusion that “there’s something not quite right there” and 

justify keeping our distance. 

Or it could only be a matter of being awkward.  Responding to 

someone who is socially awkward can make us uncomfortable 

and that becomes the reason to deny them a place in our 

“calculated compassion.” 

Today’s readings remind us to pray for healing.  Being specific 

and intentional is allowed.  But the readings can also inform 

how we think about the people we encounter who have ailments 

and disabilities.   

Can we see them with the eyes of Christ, acknowledging their 

presence and the contributions they make, thus including them 

in the healing community and honoring their needs? 

Bartimaeus moved from asking Jesus to be the healing shepherd 

king to allowing him to be the teacher who would lead him 

down the road to total self-giving. As we draw toward the last 

weeks of our liturgical year, Bartimaeus and the Letter to the 



Hebrews ask two key questions: "Who do we allow God and 

Christ to be for us?" and, "What does this call us to do?" 

 


